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BLENDS

Hardy Lawn Blend

- WITHSTANDS WEAR & TEAR
- FAST ESTABLISHING
+ NICE THICK LAWN

Hardy Lawn Blend is a lasting mix with
a high percentage of fine lawn grasses
to give a nice thick lawn. As its name
implies it is hardy and will withstand a
lot of wear and tear. Hardy Lawn Blend
is ideal for the active family who enjoy
outdoor recreation on an attractive,
tough lawn. Fast establishing and
suitable for oversowing.

To maintain a thick healthy lawn a
good heavy watering 1-2 times a week
is recommended, especially during the
hot dry summer periods. If left un-

watered over summer the Hardy Lawn
Blend will go dormant and brown off,
but will quickly green up after rain. For
best results a mowing height of 30mm
should be achieved using a rotary
mower.

Sowing Rate:
1kg sows 20 square metres.

Contents by count:

Victorian Perennial Ryegrass  49%
Bentgrass 19%

Kentucky Bluegrass 14%
Chewings Fescue 3%
Creeping Red Fine Fescue 15%

Lawn Care Hints
Always mow your lawn in a different direction each time, this will prevent compaction.



Oasis Lawn Blend

BLENDS

SAVES WATER

- REQUIRES MINIMAL MAINTENANCE
TOLERATES WEAR & SHADE

- MAINTAINS DARK GREEN COLOUR

The Oasis (Watersaver) Lawn Blend is
the newest of the lawn seed range and
was trialled and tested for three years
before its release onto the lawn seed
market. The turf fescue that is the
predominant grass in this blend is deep
rooted and drought tolerant. It has a
very dark green colour and will tolerate
wear and shade.

A rotary mower is recommended to
achieve a minimum mowing height
of 35mm. If this height is maintained

the Oasis (Watersaver) Lawn Blend
will use less water than the average
cool season varieties due to its deep
rooted nature. Oasis Lawn Blend will
also stay a very dark green colour
requiring minimal maintenance. Fescue
is slower to establish than ryegrass, so
therefore allow a little extra time for
establishment.

Sowing Rate:
1kg sows 25 square metres

Contents by count:
Turf Type Tall Fescue 74%

Turf Type Fine Leaf Perennial Ryegrass 18%
Creeping Red Fine Fescue 8%




BLENDS

Other Lawn Blends

Oval Mix - Oval Mix is an ideal blend for country ovals that
are unable to have irrigation applied all year round. The
species in this blend are able to stand up to the toughest
and wettest football season. It will also provide a nice green
colour throughout the cricket season due to the couch grass
within this blend.

Sowing Rate: 1kg/25m?* (250kg-300kg per oval)

Contents by count:
Vic Perennial Ryegrass
Bentgrass

Kentucky Bluegrass
Creeping Red Fescue
Couch

Wicket Mix - TheWicket Mix is designed specifically
for dryland cricket wickets. It has a combination of turf EHLIEISHALIIE
grasses that will withstand low mowing and plenty of wear BUERIJEASELEEE
and tear. The unique feature of this blend is its ability to BEEUGESS
repair quickly from heavy wear. Hulled Couch
Sowing Rate: 1kg/20m?

Tennis Court Mix - This blend is designed for those who Contents by count:
want a lovely grass tennis court. The species in this blend  BIUGEITERRENEE
will handle all the wear and tear that a tennis court endures JGCHIMIRIENES
whilst maintaining its colour and appearance throughout — RECEUUESREENIE
the year. Bentgrass

Sowing Rate: 1kg/25m” Hulled Couch

Tee Mix - Use this mix for a nice fine and even golf tee. Will RElELSITAZILIES
withstand close mowing. Turf Type Ryegrass
Sowing Rate: 1kg/25m? Kentucky Bluegrass




TURF GRASS

Turf Grasses
Most turf grass species can be divided Warm season grasses are those
into two groups, cool season grasses which will grow at their optimum in
and warm season grasses. temperatures ranging from 25°C to
35°C. Most of these grasses are those
Cool season grasses are those which have a creeping growth habit
which will grow at their optimum in and spread by means of rhizomes and
temperatures ranging from 15°C to stolons. These grasses are generally
20°C. Most of these have an erect used in New South Wales and
growing habit, with the exception Queensland, e.g. couch grass, buffalo
being creeping bentgrass, and all of grass and kikuyu.

these have a fixed crown, e.g. ryegrass,
fescues, kentucky bluegrass, bentgrass
and winter grass.

Lawn Care Hints

Try to always water during the cooler hours of the day, preferably in the morning so the
lawn dries quickly to avoid the chance of disease. An automatic watering system should
be set for very early morning, this prevents water loss through evaporation.



TURF GRASS

Turf Grass Selection Guide

. . . " Seeding
. . Establishment Mowing Nitrogen Traffic Drought Shade Cold
Specles  Growth Habit Rate Requirements  Requirements  Tolerance  Tolerance  Tolerance  Tolerance Rat%; a0
Kentucky Spreads by Low to . Fair to
Bluegrass Rhizomes Slow Medium Medium Good Very Good Good Very Good | 2-3 kg
Fine Leaf . Medium to Fair to Fair to
Ryegrass Bunch Type |  Very Fast High High Excellent Good Good Good 4-5 kg
;:gcue Bunch Type Medium Medium Medium Very Good | Excellent Good Good 4-5kg
Chewings g nchfype | Medum | LOW(O EoRiic Far | Good  VeryGood VeryGood 2-3kg
Fescue Medium Medium
Creeping Spreads by ) Low to Low to
Fescue Rhizomes Medium Medium Medium Good Good Very Good | Very Good | 2-3 kg
Spreads by " Low to Low to Poor to )
Bentgrass Rhizomes Medium Medium Medium Good Fair Fair Excellent | 0.5-1 kg
Spreads by . h
Couch Stolons Slow Medium Low Good Excellent Fair Poor 1kg
Kikuyu Slgfoﬁig; Sby Medium Medium Low Good Excellent Fair Poor 1-2 kg

Nutrient deficiency chart

Nitrogen Older leaves yellow green, reduced shoot growth.

Inter-veinal yellowing on older leaves, leaf tips and

P ium i
otassiu margins scorched.

Older leaves dark green first, then appear purple or
reddish.

Phosphorous

The turf selection guide and above information was taken from Turf & Irrigation - The turf catalogue.



Ryegrass

TURF GRASS

Ryegrass would have to be one of
the most widely used turf grasses

in the world. Some of its most
attractive features are that it is

quick to germinate and establish.

It also recovers well from heavy
wear and tear compared to other
species. Ryegrass can be splitinto
two categories, the species that have
originated from agricultural uses and
the species that have been specifically
bred for turf use.

The agricultural types have a more
erect growth habit, with a broader
leaf and in most cases won't have
dark colouring. Species that have been
bred specifically for turf will have dark
colouring.

Sowing rate
4-5 kg sows 100 square metres.

Uses

Ovals, lawns, racetracks, wickets, tees,
fairways and oversowing with warm
season grasses.

Advantages

- Quick germination and
establishment
Tolerates low mowing height (e.g.
10mm)
Good wear tolerance
Good colour

Disadvantages
Has poor tolerance to heat, drought
and salt.

Establishment
In good conditions germination should
be expected within seven days.

Maintenance requirements
Regular irrigation, mowing and
fertiliser. Preferred pH of 5.5 to 6.5.

Mowing height
Minimum 20mm.

TOLERANCE RATING
1=Very Poor, 10=Excellent

Heat
Drought
Low Mowing
Low Fertiliser

w

Frost
Shade

Wet Soil
Wear
Salinity

AN IOON U N DM IN W

Lawn Care Hints

When mowing, never cut more than one third of the blade length of your lawn. Mowing
your lawn too low puts it under stress and increases its susceptibility to disease.



TURF GRASS

Tall fescue

Tall fescue is a species which has been

getting quite a lot of attention over the

past few years. Its deep root structure
allows the plant to withstand greater
moisture stress, poorer soils and also
excess water logging.

Like ryegrass, you can break tall
fescues into two categories. Some
have been bred for turf and others
for agricultural use. Despite a lot of
work being put into the breeding of
tall fescue, it still won't tolerate close
mowing regimes like ryegrass can.

Sowing rate
4-5 kg sows 100 square metres.

Uses
Lawns, racetracks, fairways, roughs,
parks and ovals.

Advantages

- Dark colour
Good tolerance to drought
Tolerates heat
Tolerates shade and wear
Tolerates salt and moisture
Deep root system

Establishment
In good conditions germination should
be expected within 10 to 21 days.

Maintenance requirements

Regular irrigation and fertiliser, prefers
pH of 5.5 to 6.5. Tall fescue does not
tolerate close mowing.

Mowing height
50mm.

TOLERANCE RATING
1=Very Poor, 10=Excellent

Heat
Drought
Low Mowing

oo

Low Fertiliser

Frost

Shade
Wet Soil

Wear
Salinity
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Lawn Care Hints

Add a reminder to your calendar to fertilise your lawn every three months. At the
beginning and end of autumn and spring are the ideal times to fertilise.



TURF GRASS

Kentucky bluegrass
Versatile, attractive and reasonably rhizomes, these rhizomes enable the
hardy, these are the reasons why grass to persist and repair itself and
Kentucky bluegrass has been widely that's why you will find this species in
used for many turf situations. Kentucky most instant turf and soil mixtures.
bluegrass has an upright growth habit Sowing Rate:
and spreads by means of underground 2-3 kg sows 100 square metres
TOLERANCE RATING
1=Very Poor, 10=Excellent
Heat 8
Drought 8
Low Mowing 2
Low Fertiliser 7
Frost 6
Shade 7
Wet Soil 9
l
Il
Bentgrass
Bentgrass is a perennial, fine textured, smooth surface. They can withstand
low growing grass with a rhizomous heavy traffic, but they will require
growth habit. Bentgrass is commonly intensive management. Bentgrass is a
used in bowling and putting green cool season grass that will find it hard
surfaces, it also complements a lot of to survive long hot summers if regular
grass blends. irrigation is unavailable.
Most bentgrass’ have a vigorous growth Sowing Rate:
habit that will provide an extremely 0.5 - 1kg sows 100 square metres

TOLERANCE RATING
1=Very Poor, 10=Excellent

Heat
Drought
Low Mowing
Low Fertiliser
Frost
Shade
Wet Soil
Wear
Salinit

o0

~N N WO N Oy N0




TURF GRASS

Kikuyu

If kikuyu is present in an existing lawn Establishment

it is because in most circumstances 10 - 21 days with good conditions.
it has crept in and taken over. Kikuyu

produces a very coarse lawn, but if Maintenance requirements

kept fertilised and mown it will keep High maintenance in summer
looking good. Being a warm season regular mowing.

grass kikuyu will go dormant in colder

months of the year, turning yellow. Mowing height

Kikuyu is a lawn that can be sown 30mm.

by either seed or runners. The seed
is sown at a very low rate but is also

and erosion control.

quite expensive. TOLERANCE RATING
1=Very Poor, 10=Excellent
Kikuyu can be easily identified Heat 8
compared to couch as it has a hairy leaf Drought 8
and if held up to the light the fine hairs & .
can be detected on the grass blade. Low Mowing 2
Low Fertiliser 7
15(;V\ll<mg e 100 t Frost o
- SOWS square metres.

& q Shade 7
Uses - Wet Soil 9
Low maintenance parks, lawns, ovals Wear 7

.

Salinity

Advantages
Easy to establish
Good wear tolerance
Tolerates heat and drought

Disadvantages
Long dormancy, poor winter colour,
difficult to mow and can be invasive.

Lawn Care Hints

Always try to remove the clippings from your lawn unless you have a mulcher
mower. Clippings left on lawns will cause thatch problems later on.



Regal Staygreen® Kikuyu

TURF GRASS

- HEAT AND DROUGHT TOLERANT
- EASILY ESTABLISHED
- HARD WEARING

- SOWEASY® TREATED TO ENHANCE
ESTABLISHMENT

Regal Staygreen® Kikuyu lawn seed
provides the Australian homeowner
with the opportunity to have a lush
green lawn through summer with very
little irrigation required. This turf type
kikuyu has been bred to have a shorter
dormancy period through winter
compared to common kikuyu, but with
a finer texture and denser growth
habit.

Regal Staygreen® is best sown in

mid spring through to late summer.

It requires soil temperatures of 16°C
and above. It must be provided with
plenty of moisture around the seed
until germination, so regular watering
is critical in the first 2 weeks after
sowing. It is also highly recommended
that this variety be sown with a lawn
starter fertiliser. A minimum mowing
height of 30mm is recommended.

Sowing Rate:
1kg sows 100 square metres

Please refer to page 12 for tolerance
rating

Lawn Care Hints

If there has been a heavy frost overnight, dragging a hose across the lawn will
displace the frost and this in turn can prevent disease from entering your lawn.



TURF GRASS

Couch Grass

Native to Africa, couch grass is very
common throughout a wide range of
climatic zones around the world. It can
be found in many different parts of
Australia, especially in coastal areas.

There are three different types of
couch grass, common couch grass,
South African couch grass and then

a cross between the two, which is
known as a hybrid couch grass. Hybrid
couch grass provides an earlier spring
green up and has a higher resistance
to disease, wear and drought. Couch
grass hybrids however will require a
higher level of nutrition compared to
the common couch grasses.

Common couch grass is propagated by
seed, sprigs, runners and plugs. Some
of the hybrid couch grasses such as
Santa Ana are only produced through
vegetative means while others are
available as seed.

Sowing rate
1kg sows 100 square metres.

Uses
Lawns, fairways, tees, ovals and
wickets.

Advantages
Drought, heat
Low mowing
Wear and salt tolerant

Disadvantages
Winter dormant and invasive growth.

Maintenance requirements

Prefers a pH of 6 - 7. Requires frequent
mowing, fertilising and dethatching
during active growth stage. May need
oversowing in autumn or winter.

Mowing height
10mm to 25mm.

TOLERANCE RATING
1=Very Poor, 10=Excellent

Heat
Drought

-
o

Low Mowing

Low Fertiliser
Frost
Shade
Wet Soil
Wear
Salinity

O~ =~ 21O O

Lawn Care Hints

Once established encourage good root growth for stronger, healthier plants by
give lawns a thorough soaking every 3-4 days, rather than regular light waterings.



TURF GRASS

Couch Grass

EXCELLENT HEAT, DROUGHT, Couch grass is ideal for fairways,
DISEASE AND INSECT RESISTANCE tees, roughs, sports fields, parks and

PRODUCES A DENSE, DARK GREEN, home lawns. Couch grass is best

FINE BLADED TURF sown in late spring through to
summer and should be mown at a
- SELF-REPAIRING height of 25-35mm.

- GROWS BEST IN SUNNY AREAS
Sowing Rate:

1kg sows 100 square metres
Couch grass offers excellent tolerance & g

to foot traffic and is a great choice for
a warm season, sunny lawns.

Lawn Care Hints

A healthy lawn is the best defence against any infestation of lawn weeds, pests
and diseases.



OTHER INFORMATION

Planning And Maintaining A New Lawn

* If you are thinking of sowing a new
lawn, you should plan your lawn in
advance.

» Avoid extending the lawn into very
shady areas. Try to separate these
areas from the lawn entirely.

e Avoid corners or peaks too narrow
for easy mowing.

» Have a good wide mow strip or path
to separate lawn from gravel as
rotary mowers can cause damage
from gravel.

¢ Do not clutter the lawn with small
beds, shrubs or ornaments as these
make mowing difficult and interrupt
the generously flowing effect.

Preparing For A New Lawn
(take your time)

» Setout a plan and take a little extra
time.

» Don't take any short cuts.

 Ifyou have to bring in topsoil try
to purchase soil that is of good
structure, texture and fertility.

» Mix the new topsoil and your
existing soil together to prevent a
hardpan being established between
the topsoil and the sub soil levels.

 Finish with at least 50mm or 2", and
preferably 75mm or 3" of top soil.
 The finished seed bed should be
as uniform as possible, with all the
depressions and high spots raked
out.

e Spring or autumn are the ideal times

to sow a new lawn.

Sowing A New Lawn

Having prepared your seed bed, you
can now begin the sowing phase.

» Having levelled the area, the first
thing to do is to apply lawn starter
fertiliser to the soil. This should be
done before the seed is sown.

e Spread the lawn starter at a rate of
1kg to 30 square metres. This should
be raked into the soil. It is important
to use a lawn starter as this will
resultin a fast establishment of a
healthy lawn.

* You can now start sowing your lawn
seed.

* The bestidea is to weigh out 500
grams or 1kg of seed, and measure
out the area that this amount of
seed will sow. It is always best to
sow the seed too thinly, and go
over the area again in the opposite
direction the second time, ensuring
you have an even distribution of
seed over the area.

* You can then rake over the lawn
very lightly. Remember that the
teeth of a rake are 1" to 2" long, and
if any of the fine lawn seed gets cov-
ered by this much soil, it will never
come up. So raking very lightly is
important. Alternatively you can roll
the lawn lightly instead of raking it.

S -
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Watering Your New Lawn

OTHER INFORMATION

Watering plays a very important
part in the establishment of a new
lawn.

* Lack of watering will ruin your
chance of establishing a lush, even
lawn.

» Remember the seed that you have
sown is almost sitting on top of the
soil, and will dry out very quickly.

* Newly germinated seed will die if
allowed to dry out.

 Ideally water at least 2 to 3 times
a day, and more often on warmer,
windy days.

» The secretis a lot of light waterings
rather than a few heavy waterings.

* Ahand held hose with a fine spray is
the best method.

* If you keep your new lawn damp
you should see the seed emerging in
7-10 days depending on the variety
or species.

» Remember to check with your local
water board or council regarding

water restrictions, you may not be
able to water your lawns even to get
it established.

Maintaining A Lawn
Mowing

There are two types of mowers the
first is a reel mower, this consists of

a reel cylinder equipped with blades
and a bed knife. This type of mower
gives you the best mowing quality. The
second type of mower is the rotary
mower, this mower cuts by impact with
horizontal blades rotating and cutting
the grass. The type of cutisn't as good
as a reel mower but it is still very
acceptable for most home lawns.

An advantage of the rotary mower

is that you can cut longer grass. The
reel mower would struggle to cut long
grass. The most important factor to
remember with mowers is to always
keep the blades sharp.




OTHER INFORMATION

Mowing height

The height at which you mow your
lawn is very important. The basic
theory is that the longer your blade
length the deeper the root system and
therefore the healthier the lawn.

Most of the grasses that we use in
southern Australia are cool season
grasses, which should be cut at a
height of at least 30mm and it is
recommended to cut no lower than
40mm over the summer months. If you
mow your lawn lower than this it will
result in a very shallow root system.
This in turn leads to the lawn requiring
more water and will also make it more
susceptible to weed invasion.

First mow

Your first mow of a new lawn should
take place when the longest piece of
lawn is at least 50mm in height. When
mowing you should just remove the
tips of the lawn to even it out, but don't
mow it when the lawn is wet.

Clippings

Clippings can be spread over your
lawn every 3rd or 4th cut through
spring, summer or autumn. Be careful
in winter as they take longer to break
down, be sure to scatter them so that
they are not thick. They will act as a
mulch and food source for your lawn.

Watering your established lawn

Water is involved with all phases of
the care and management of your
lawn. Prevailing weather conditions
influences watering procedures, a
normal summer watering program

is to give the lawn a thorough deep
watering approximately every four
days. Thorough watering promotes
good root growth resulting in a
stronger, healthier plant. Continual
light watering will encourage a shallow
root system so be sure to water

your lawn evenly and make sure the
sprinkler can reach all over your lawn.
Remember to check with your local
water board or council regarding water.

Lawn Care Hints
Consistent low mowing can cause problems with weed infestation. Weeds will invade

a lawn that is mown too low.



OTHER INFORMATION

Common problems and lawn
mismanagement

¢ |nitial lawn soil surface has not been
prepared properly

e Sowing impure, low quality, cheap
seed with poor germination.

* Haphazard uneven sowing of seed

e Using incorrect fertiliser, or lack of
suitable fertiliser on new or existing
lawn

* Not enough moisture for a new or
established lawn.

e Poor drainage

A poorly maintained lawn can look very unappealing

Using a mower with blunt blades or
set to low so that it scars the lawn.

Mowing too high so that it allows
entry of undesirable weeds

Inconsistent mowing

Abuse and overuse of humans and
animals on lawns

Cutting the grass too low in hot
weather

Cutting the grass when it is too cold

General neglect, little feeding or
maintenance




NOTES







| ® For TurfWise enquiries, get in
touch with Hewitt & Whitty today.
www.hewittandwhitty.com.au

(03) 5336 1344

LAWN SEED info@hewittandwhitty.com.au
Ballarat Winchelsea Lismore Melton
(03) 5336 1344 (03) 5267 2092 (03) 5596 2067 (03) 9743 5644
2 Wiltshire Lane 32 Harding St 39 Heriot St 1E 102 High Street
Ballarat VIC 3356 Winchelsea VIC 3241 Lismore VIC 3324 Melton VIC 3337
Inverleigh Geelong Avoca Cobden
(03) 5265 1648 (03) 5240 3800 (03) 5465 3607 (03) 5595 2315
28 High St 136 Furner Avenue 166 High Street Grayland Street
Inverleigh VIC 3321 North Geelong Avoca VIC 3467 Cobden VIC 3266
VIC 3215
Stawell
(03) 5310 2024

1 Smith Street
_ Stawell VIC 3380

Disclaimer

Results will vary depending on all circumstances. PGG Wrightson Seeds Australia (Pty) limited trading as

DLF Seeds and its officers, employees, contractors, agents, advisers and licensors of intellectual property
provide no assurances, guarantees or warranties in relation to any advice, information, cultivar or product,
other than those that must be provided by law. To the extent permitted by law, DLF Seeds excludes all liability,

and has no liability to anyone, for any claims for loss, however arising, from or in relation to any advice,
information, cultivar or product except to the extent that the loss has been contributed to by DLF Seeds.

TurfWise supplier
13 Felstead Drive, Truganina, VIC 3029
Customer Service: 1800 619 910 | info@dIfseeds.com.au TurfWise® Available at your local rural retailer

PGG Wrightson Seeds (Australia) Pty Ltd is trading as DLF Seeds. . .

PGG Wrightson Seeds (Australia) Pty Ltd — ABN 83 004 227 927. \ Hewitt & Whitty
www.hewittandwhitty.com.au

Turfwise is a registered trademark of PGG Wrightson Seeds y (03) 5336 1344

Limited in Australia. ! —~ info@hewittandwhitty.com.au



